 
FRACKING AND OUR UNIVSRSAL PRICIPLES 7/31/11
CAN’T SAY ENOUGH   ABOUT HOW EFFICIENTLY THIS FELLOWSHIP WORKS.  SUE, EMMIE, KATHY  SUGGESTED GAIA AND HYMNS
HOW APPROPRIATE IS THE SONG GAIA FOR THIS DISCUSSION. AFTERALL GAIA IS A RECOGNITION THAT THE EARTH IS A LVIING ORGANISM AND WHAT WE DO TO THE EARTH WE RENDER UNTO OURSELVES.  ISN’T THAT THE INTERDEPENDENT WEB OF LIFE THAT WE CHERISH IN OUR PRINCIPLES    
 
I WANT TO APOLOGIZE IN ADVANCE FOR THE WEIGHT  AND COMPLEXITY OF THIS ISSUE.  I WOULD PREFER TO BE A VEHICLE  TO UPLIFT OUR SPIRITS, AND I AM NOT SURE I CAN SUCCEED IN THAT WITH THIS TOPIC.
 HOW MANY OF YOU ARE  AWARE OF WHAT FRACKING IS?  WHAT LED ME TO CONSIDER THIS TALK WAS THAT  I    SAW THE METHODISTS  REPRESENTING 950 CHURCHES IN NORTHEAST AND CENTRAL PA HAD PASSED A RESOLUTION CALLING FOR A HALT TO GAS WELL DRILLING . THEY ALSO SENT A LETTER TO THE EPA QUESTIONING THE COMPOSTION OF THE FEDERAL FRACKING COMMISSION.WHERE WERE IS UU PARTICULARLY IN LIGHT OF OUR PRINCIPLE OF  RECOGNIZING THE INTERDEPENDENT WEB OF LIFE?  WHAT IS OUR CALLING ON THIS ISSUE.  PAY ATTENTION, BECAUSE AT THE END I WILL ASK YOUR THOUGHTS ON THAT SUBJECT.
THERE IS A HOST OF POTENTIAL ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES RELATED TO THIS PROCESS-WELL CONTAMINATION, INJECTION OF A TOXIC MIX OF CHEMICALS INTO THE GROUND, DISPOSAL OF CONAMINATED WATER, AIR QUALITY ETC.  .ISSUES SEEM TO EMERGE AS  WE PROCEED BLINDLY FORWARD,E.G. EARTHQUAKES IN ARKANSAS ALLEGEDLY CAUSED BY FRACKING THE GROUND, POSSIBLE REDIOACTIVITY.  MORE ISSUES KEEP SHOWING UP , LIKE THAT GOPHER CARNIVAL GAME WHERE YOU WHACK ONE GOPHER ON THE HEAD, AND ANOTHER POPS UP.
I WAS NOT VERY AWARE  OR CONCERNED ABOUT FRACKING UNTIL MAYBE TWO YERS AGO. MY CONSCIOUSNESS ON THIS ISSUE WAS RAISED BY THE LOCAL LWV. I  KNOW MANY OF YOU HERE ARE MEMBERS OF THE LEAGUE –SOMETIMES I GO TO MEETINGS AND I FEEL LIKE IT IS THE UNITARIAN LEAGUE OF WOMAN VOTERS. LWV  THEIR POSITION CALLS FOR A SEVERANCE TAX.
MY CONCERNS GREW WHEN  I SAW GASLANDS. HOW MANY HAVE SEEN IT?  ONE OF THE MOST DISQUIETING DOCUMENTARIES I HAVE SEEN.  THE SCENES OF PEOPLE LIGHTING THEIR WATER ARE SEARED IN MY MEMORY FOREVER.  I  WROTE TO MARIO SCAVELLO AND ROSEMARY BROWN RE VILALE’S HOUSE BILL 33 CALLING FOR AN IMPACT TAX.  MARIO CALLED AND SAID HE HAD COSPONSORED THAT BILL, AND IN FACT HAD SIGNED OFF ON ¾ OF THE BILLS CALLING FOR IMPACT TAXES DIRECTED TO THE LOCAL LEVEL TO ALLOW MUNIICIPALITIES TO DEAL WITH THE IMPACT.  I HAVE NOT HEARD FROM ROSEMARY BROWN.
IT IS FRUSTRATING TOO TO SEE HOW LITTLE WE LEARN FROM HISTORY.  WE SEE THE ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES OF OUR GOAL MINING WHERE WE HAVE  BURNING CENTRALIAS , COAL MINE RUN OFF, ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES THAT WE THE TAXPAYERS CONTINUE TO PAY FOR YEARS AFTER MINES ARE CLOSED.  TOO ME COAL MINNG WAS INNOCUOUS COMPARED WITH THE INVASIVENESS OF FRACKING. I LIKEN COAL MINING TO A SURFACE WOUND ON OUR SKIN, AND FRACKING TO A DEEPLY MATASTASIZING CANCER THAT WE KNOW LITTLE ABOUT, OR LITTLE HOW TO TREAT.
WHAT IS MOST DISQUIETING ABOUT THIS  ENTIRE FRACKING  PROCESS IS THE COMPLICITY BETWEEN GOV AND INDUSTRY. .  REMOVES ANY DOUBTS THAT WE LIVE IN A CORPORATOCRACY.  
WE KNOW THAT CORBETT  DOESN’T WANT TAXES ON DRILLING AND WE KNOW THAT GAS COMPANIES POURED MONEY INTO HIS CAMPAIGN.  COMPARED WITH 11 OTHER STATES THAT HAVE TAXES ON DRILLING, WE HAVE LOST $200,000,000 IN EVENUE FROM OUR LEGISLATORS’ FAILURE TO ACT. NEVER HAVE I WITNESSED SUCH A BLATANT, UNABASHED PURCHASE OF THE GOVERNMENT BY INDUSTRY.   RATHER THAN MOVING AHEAD TO BLUNT THE INSIDOUS EFFECT OF MONEY IN POLITICS, IN THE LAST 40 YRS I HAVE WITNESSED THE  INCREASED INFLUENCE OF MONEY IN POLITICS.  I RECALL, MAYBE 35 YRS AGO HAVING LUNCH WITH ARCHIBALD COX OF WATERGATE FAME, AND ASKED HIM IF HE FELT OUR GOVERNMENT WAS MORE REPRESENTATIVE NOW OR DURING JEFFERSON’S TIME.  HIS REPLY WAS QUICK. DEFINITELY CLEANER DURING THE JEFFERSON ERA. THAN HE SAID WE HAD A GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE , BY THE PEOPLE AND FOR THE PEOPLE, NOW SAID COX WE HAVE A GOVERNMENT OF THE PACS , BY THE PACS, AND FOR THE PACS.  I THINK COX TODAY WOULD BE EVEN MORE CONDEMNING.
 
 
AS I RESEARCHED FRACKING, APPEARING AT THE TOP OF MY  GOOGLE PAGE WAS HIGHLIGTED WWW.ENERGYTOMORROW.ORG.  INDUSTRY PROPGANDA.  ALL ABOUT JOB CREATION, AND NOTHING RE THE ENVIRONMENT. NO TRACE OF A NOTION THAT AN INDEPENDENT WEB OF LIFE EXISTED. AGAIN JOBS TRUMP THE ENVIRONMENT.
 
THERE ARE A HOST OF ORGANIZATIONS CONCERNED ABOUT THIS ISSUE.
I LEARNED THAT WE HAVE AN ORGANIZATION CALLED UU PA LEGISLATIVE ADVOCACY NETWORK. WWW.UUPLAN.ORG   NO CAMPAIGN RIGHT NOW.  RIGHT NOW NO ISSUE COORDINATOR .  IMPRESSION REACTIVE APPROACH..      HAS A MONTHLY CONFERENCE CALL. IN TERMS OF ACTIVISM, WE WERE NOT IN THE SAME LEAGUE AS THE METHODISTS. ALSO CHECK OUT WWW.UUMINISTRYFOREARTH.ORG 
 
UU ACTIONS:
2.  Write to Gov. Corbett to express your concern about the lack of comprehensive environmental protection and safety rules to correct gas drilling problems, citing a recent news article about an environmental accident. Follow this link for the contact form:  http://www.tomcorbettforgovernor.com/contact/

3.  Write a letter to the editor of your local newspaper on one of the Marcellus issues to express your concern about what is happening and what should be done. Our Marcellus Shale Issues page has additional information about natural gas drilling and information which may be useful for reference in writing your letter.

4.  Write your state Senator and Representative reminding them that they failed to enact a natural gas severance tax as promised, and as a result, the state faces a bigger budget shortfall than anticipated.
Pennsylvania Senate: http://www.pasen.gov/index.cfm 
Pennsylvania House: http://www.house.state.pa.us/index.cfm
 
5.  Ask your congregation's Social Justice Committee to hold a forum using this comprehensive study done by the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources that showed when leasing more public land for drilling would kill jobs, hurt the economy, and destroy the forests. 
 
6. See the movie GASLAND (DVD available Dec. 14); organize a GASLAND house party.  Use it as an opportunity to meet other activists. To order a copy of the DVD or to check screenings, follow the link below. http://www.gaslandthemovie.com/screenings/
 
 
SIERRA CLUB-WWW.SIERRACLUB.ORG.  THEY SUPPORT THE POSTION OF PA CAMPAIGN FOR CLEAN WATER WHICH CALLS FOR A MORATORIUM.  HAVE A WELL THOUGHT OUT 13 POINT PLATFORM.
 
COMMON CAUSE: THEY HAVE BEEN ON THE ISSUE OF MONEY IN POLITICS FOR 40 YEARS, AND ON THIS HAVE ISSUED A REPORT CALLED DEEP DRILLING DEEP POCKETS WHICH LAYS OUT  HOW THE GAS COMPANIES HAVE BOUGHT OUR GOVERNMENT.WWW.COMMNCAUSE.ORG/PA
 
 PENN FUTURE:  THEY SUPPORT VITALLIS BILL HOUSE BILL 33 CALLING FOR A TAX IT HAS 70 COSPONSORS.  SCAVELLO AND ROSEMARY BROWN ARE CONSPICUOUSLY ABSENT AS COSPONSORS.  I HAVE WRITTEN TO THEM BOTH AND RECEIVED NO RESPONSE.
 Thought you might be interested in this sermon I did re fracking for our unitarian fellowship:
WE HAVE MANY ORGANIZATIONS THAT ARE DEEPLY CONCERNED ABUT THIS ISSUE, BUT DESPITE THAT  DISASTERS LIKE CHENEY’S HALIBURTON LOOPHOLE STILL EXIST IN WHICH CONGRESS EXEMPTED DRILLING COMPANIES FROM THE CLEAN WATER ACT AND A DOZEN OTHER ACTS.  OUR OWN BOB CASEY HAS INTRODUCED LEGISLATION TO REPEAL THIS ABBERATION, BUT IT HAS GONE NOWHERE.  I SPOKE WITH JEFF SCHMIDT OF THE PA SIERRA CLUB ABOUT WHERE WE ARE IN PA, AND HE SAID THERE WERE LIKELY 50 PIECES OF LEGISLATION INTRODUCED, BUT NONE OF THEM  HAS GONE ANYWHERE.  TO MAKE MATTERS WORSE, WHILE WE CRY FOR ENERGY INDEPENDENCE, MASSIVE AMOUNTS OF THIS GAS IS BEING EXPORTED TO MEXICO AND CHINA.
RECENTLY CORBETT’S HANDPICKED MARCELLUS SHA LE COMMISSION ISSUED A REPORT.  SUFFICE IT TO SAY IT WAS CLEARLY AN INDUSTRY DOCUMENT, AND VIRTUALLY EXCLUDED PUBLIC PARTICIPATION.  SEE COMPARISONS OF THE COMMISSION WITH PA CLEAN WATER COALITION RECOMMENDATIONS.
DID YOU KNOW THAT NY HAS A MORATORIUM ON FRACKING .  NOW I LOOK AT THAT AS A SIGN OF A BROKEN PA GOVERNMENT, AND THE WSJ LOOKS AT IT AS A SIGN OF A BROKEN NY GOV.   THER JULY 26  WSJ JOURNAL STATED THAT NYS MORATORIUM AND ONEROUS REGS AND “SUCH BOWS TOWARDS THE OBSESSIONS OF RICH, BIG, CITY GREENS EXPLAINS WHY PARTS OF UPSTATE NY ARE THE NEW APPALACHIA.  NOT A HINT OF A DISCUSSION OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES IN THE ENTIRE ARTICLE, AND NO WHISPER OF THE NOTION THAT THERE EXISTS AN INTERDEPENDENT WEB OF LIFE. GUESS THE AUTYHOR WASN’A UU.
I TOO AM DISTURBED ABOUT THE LACK OF LEADERSHIP FROM OUR GOVERNMENT BOTH FEDERAL AND STATE ON THE ISSUE OF CONSERVATION. RECALL JIMMY CARTER ENCOURAGED US TO HEAT AT NO MORE THAN 68 DEGREES DURING THE WINTER(I usually do 60 degrees, but can’t match my sister  who is below that), AND 78 DURING THE SUMMER.  I READ IN THE WSJ THAT JAPAN W ILL ONLY USE AC IF THE INSIDE TEMP IS 82 DEGREEES IF AT ALL. ARE THE JAPANESE MORE DIALED INTO THE INTERDEPENENT WEB OF LIFE THAN ARE WE?  IS IT ANY WONDER THAT WE CONSUME SUBSTANTIALLY MORE ENERGY THAN ANY OTHER PEOPLE ON EARTH?  IT SEEMS AS IF THERE IS AN ENTITLEMENT THING GOING ON,I.E. WE PRIVELEGED AMERICANS ARE ENTITLED TO MORE ENERGY THAN THE REST OF THE WORLD.  WE COULD FURTHER REDUCE ENERGY NEEDS BY EATING LESS MEAT.  IT TAKES 10 -20 TIMES MORE ENERGY PER EDIBLE TON FOR MEAT PRODUCTION THAN FOR GRAIN PRODUCTION.  IF WE CONSERVED, AND CHANGED OUR DIETS SLIGHTLY WOULD IT BE POSSIBLE THAT ALL OF THIS PANIC ABOUT ENERGY DEPENDENCE WOULD BE ALLEVIATED? BUT WHERE IS THE LEADERSHIP? I GUERSS THEY ARE NOT UUS .
  WHAT IS OUR CALLING?  THIS IS A HUGE SUBJECT, AND PERHAPS BEYOND OUR BRIEF ENCOUNTER HERE. I THINK I WOULD LIKE TO INCLUDE IN THIS DISCUSSION POSITIVE MEASURES  THAT WE MIGHT DO NOW OURSELVES AND AS A CONGREGATION TO CONSERVE,  WE DON’T HAVE TO DO BATTLE WITH OTHERS, OR DEAL WITH A DISINTERESTED CONGRESS OR PA GENERAL ASSEMBLY.
 
 
